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Resignation of Fidel Castro 

 

On July 31, 2006, the Cuban news service Granma made public a Proclamation from President Fidel 

Castro, announcing a temporary transfer of power from Fidel to his brother Raul, who until that time 

served as a general in the Cuban armed forces and second-in-command of the government and the 

Communist Party.
1
  The transfer took place due to an acute intestinal problem that required Fidel Castro 

to undergo surgery.
2
  Even though Fidel Castro did not indicate in his proclamation the legal authority he 

used in order to cede power temporarily to his brother, it should be noted that article 94 of the Cuban 

Constitution provides that in case of the absence, illness, or death of the President of the Council of State 

(i.e.,Fidel Castro), the First Vice President (i.e., Raul Castro) assumes the President’s duties.
3
  

On February 19, 2008, Granma published a message from Fidel Castro in which he announced that, due 

to his poor health, he could no longer serve as President of Cuba.
4
  After Castro resigned, the National 

Assembly of People’s Power (Cuba’s legislative body) convened in order to elect a new president, which 

is one of its powers according to the Cuban Constitution.
5
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Raúl Castro Elected Cuba’s New President 

On February 24, 2008, the National Assembly of People’s Power elected Raúl Castro, Fidel’s younger 

brother, as president of Cuba’s Councils of State and Ministers.
6
  The Council of State acts on behalf of

the Assembly (which meets twice a year) when it is not in session.
7
  The President of the Council of State

is the Head of State and Head of Government.
8
  The Council of Ministers is the highest ranking executive

and administrative body.
9

In his inaugural speech, Raul Castro indicated that he intends to confer with Fidel Castro on matters of 

special relevance for Cuba, especially those pertaining to defense, foreign policy, and the socioeconomic 

development of the country.
10

  In addition, Raul Castro asked the assembly to give him some time to think

about who will be the members of his cabinet (except the Defense Minister and the Vice President, who 

were appointed on February 24, 2008) and, most importantly, to give him some time to analyze the 

current government system and to consider changes to it, if necessary.
11

  The Assembly approved this

proposal and determined that the new cabinet and possible changes to the government system will be 

discussed in a session that will take place later in the year.
12
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